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Among Mien in Lao Cai, Vietnam, when a painter finished a new set of ceremonial paintings, he
writes the name and  adress of the owner to be, the name of the painter and the date of eye opening on
backside of ". purification and eye opening of the ceremonial paintings is held in tow stages. In the first,
the painter himself cleans the paintigs with his sacred knife, sacred water and a towel. Then, he activates
the "bones", which means outline by black ink, making a dot with blood taken from alive chicken crest
mixed in vermillion ink. In the second stage, high priests open the sky, invite gods and ancesters, and call
troopes of spiritual soldiers into the house alter. Then they activate each character with a candle light,
reciting like "Open the head, then become spiritual gods, Open the ears, become able to listen to texts,
Open both eyes , able to see every direction, Open the nose, can smell. Open the mouth, able to talk texts,
Open the throat, want food, Open both arms, able to walk around the village with a parasol, Open both
hands, able to copy texts, Open the brain, able to remember texts, Open the intestine, Able to walk to
every direction". After eye opening with light, the priest symbolically sews each gods' nose with a

needle and thread to keep them there under the control of owners and priests.
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Paper Money and Paper Horsemen. UTSUMI Ryoko
For every Mien ceremony, a quite amount of paper money is indispensable to dedicate to the

celestial beings and ancesters.

The paper money and paper horsemen are made of bamboo paper, which had been made at home
by house wives, before. Paper money is made only by men priests.

First, a sheet of paper is folded into the size of a piece of paper money. Next, a few pieces of
paper are stacked and put on a wood block. An iron stamp with a coin shape is put on the paper and
hit with a buffalo horn. In Lao Cai province, Vietnam, an iron stamp with five coin shapes is used,
too. On one sheet of money, 5 X 18 coins (or in some case, 5X12) are stamped. And then, the
paper is separated to each money sheet with an iron knife.

In some rites, a sheet of paper money is set with a sheet of paper horsemen. In a sheet of
horsemen, 6 horsemen are printed. Every horseman can carry 15 coins. For this, 5 half cuts are made
in a paper money to devide it for 6 horsemen.But this process is often ommited.

To make the paper horsemen, a wooden printing block with 6 horsemen shape on one side. The ink
to print the horsemen is made of mixture of indigo mad, straw ash and water. The brush to put the
ink to the printing block is a bunch of rice straw. The printing block is put on the table, then indigo
ink is spread on it. 4 to 8 pieces of paper are put on the printing block and tapped with a hand.

A horseman can carry 15 coins, for this, the paper money set with a paper horsemen is made 5
half-cuts to devide 5 coins by 3 rows. But often this process is omitted. A piece of paper money and
a piece of paper horsemen is stacked one by one alternatingly. Then one set of money and horsemen
is rolled like a short tube. Similarly, rolls of 2 sets and rolls of 4 sets of money and horsemen are
made. Depends on rituals, these rolled money and horsemen are counted, and bunchede with rice
straws.

For some ceremony like the highest ordination ceremoney ~ “tousai ~ (FE% /  JFEfh) 7,
besides paper horsemen, printed messengers on a crane, on a tiger and on a dragon are prepared,
each for the office of sky, for the office of underworld and for the office of water. These are
curved on the 3 sides of the printing block.
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The Types and Characteristics of Yao Ceremonial Paper-Cutting (Summary)

He Hongyi, South-Central University for Nationalities, China

This paper explores the relationship between Chinese paper-cutting and folklore
through folk culture, and summarizes the types and characteristics of Yao ceremonial
paper-cutting. It points out the significance of preservation and research of Yao
ceremonial paper-cutting.

L.

IIL.

II1.

About Paper-Cutting and Folklore

1. Paper-cutting originated from witchcraft. Most paper-cutting of early human
society was used for worship and witchcraft activities. Witchcraft Paper-cutting is
the prototype of paper-cutting, and an important category of folk paper-cutting.

2. The ancient "Men’s Festival" witchcraft promoted the development of paper-
cutting culture. The "Men’s Festival" folklore gradually declined after Middle
Ages, but its innate connection with paper-cutting witchcraft had impacted on later
generations.

The Types of Yao Ceremonial Paper-Cutting

1. Sacrificial ceremony: altar, "huan pan wang yuan" ceremony, "red flower
curtain" and "colorful banner".

2. Coming-of-age ceremony: “God carved flower”.

3. Praying for children: “seeking flowers” and “returning flowers” (Yao people's
praying for children rituals).

4. Praying for longevity: Taoist and “bridge-building” (reduce disasters) rituals.
5. Funeral: spirits calling banner, coffin cover, paper offerings, and hell items.

6. Other

The Characteristics of Yao Ceremonial Paper-Cutting

1. Dependency and sacredness

Dependent on folk ritual activities, produced by Yao priests at the ritual ceremony.
Strict requirements for producers, producing environments and handling of final
products.

2. Symbolic

The ornamentation is simple fine composition with common pattern styles of
specific meanings.

3. Comprehensive

Diverse craft skills, content and functions.

4. Commonality and uniqueness

10
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Similar forms to neighboring nationalities, showing not only common paper-cutting

folk culture, but also its own uniqueness.

IV. Discussion
1. The important value of Yao ceremonial paper-cutting in Chinese paper-cutting

and Yao culture studies
2. The significance of investigation and research on the preservation of Yao

ceremonial paper-cutting

Keywords: Yao ceremonial paper-cutting; type; characteristics
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“Running Way” (##) / “Transfixing Way” &) (with a written text UTSUMI Ryoko

Among Mien people in Lao Cai province, Vietnam, a ritual performance called “running way”
(&1H) or “transfixing way” (4#14) is held in important ceremonies, like ordination ceremony,

“kwatang” (#42) . This performance consists of 45 process to catch a tortoise, cook it and
dedicate to the Gods. In kwatang or in tousai (/£7%) ceremonies, this performance is done by all
the apprentices leaded by a master teacher as long as 45 minuits to over one hour.

First, they search for a proper place to build a fence to put the tortoise in. They make a gate and
decorate it, then put poles, weave the wall. Make a pass for a tortoise to get in. They find the left
hand, the right hand, the right foot, the left foot, the head, the tail, the liver, the intestine and the
whole body. The tortoise runs fast and people run after it to the fence. They open the gate and put the
tortoise inside, pushing it with a pole. The tortoise runs away. They catch the tortoise, turn it
upsidedown, cut it and clean it. Then, they transfix the tortoise (with a pole) . This is the 27th
movement which becomes the name “transfixing way” (/&) . In the 27th process, men raise their
arms and make arches, then other men walk through under the arches one after another. In the 28th
movenent "back way" (Z74) , 2 men walk back to back like carring the tortoise on their back. They
carry the tortoise running. Now they release the rope, and cut the tortoise, fry it, scoop it, put on a
dish then dedicate to the gods. They make ceremoney and pray, and the gods come down and receive
the tortoise offering. At the 40th movement, men walk around the ritual space like tracing a shpe of a
tortoise. Now they break the fence, open the door and send the tortoise off. Then they burn the
incense and all the gods and ancesters recognize the ritual.

At the end of this performance, the master teacher sticks his sacred staff on a table and he and his
apprentices hold that staff together to pass ancestors' and masters' spiritual knowledge of
Meishan (#111) school.

15
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Perfomance to invite the troops of spirit soldiers into the alter, by Mien in Lao Cai. Vietnam
UTSUMI Ryoko

In Mien rituals like ordination ceremony (kwatang M, tousai /Z7#%) and eye opening
ceremony of paintings of sacred images, to invite the troops of spirit soldiers into the house alter, the
main hight priest performs 20 movements depicting spirit soldiers in front of the alter. During this,
another priest is waving a paper flag beside the alter to notice the spirit soldiers right direction .

After these 20 movements, the priest kicks the ceremonial iron dagger into the alter. This means the

spirit soldiers get into the alter.

20 movements written in the text in Sapa are as follows

1 284
2. f£&
3. HriE
4. farkfg
5. HiBA
6. ¥k
7. ¥Tuk
8. BF
9. R
10. 55
11. $7#Z
12. ~14E
13. B+
14. JKIF
15. HuiF
16. F5lH]
17.
18. HHJK
19. EH
20. fifE

(make a bridge)

(hold a insence burner)
(put a cap on)

(slash a whip)

(open the way)

(ring a gong)

(beat drums)

(push the soldiers with both hands)

(blow an oboe)

(ride on a horse)

(Carry a palanquin )

(hold an umbrella)

(hold a fan)

(a messenger for the water on a dragon)

(a messenger for the underwold on a tiger)
(a messenger of the earth on a horse)
(make wind to let the soldiers fly.)

(carry a banner)

(ride in a carriage)

(ride on a crane, a messenger for the sky)
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