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Yao manuscripts in Western Collections

NA IOV v M KRR B
X A I SACIZE ATt ZE i 5
Lucia Obi

Youmian ceremonial paintings first appeared in the antiques market in the 1970es. They are said to have been mainly acquired in
refugee camps in Northern Thailand, where many Youmian had fled to from the Laotian Civil war. The same is to be suspected
for the first Western collections of Yao manuscripts which turned up in the market when the flow of the sacred scrolls diminished.

While scrolls can be found in many Western museum collections, only few libraries own Yao manuscripts: The Bodleian
Library, University of Oxford (Bod), the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Miinchen, (BSB), the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
(LoC), the Institut fiir Sinologie, Ruprecht-Karls-Universitét, Heidelberg (RKU), the Rijksmuseum voor Volkenkunde, Leiden
(RMV), and the Universiteit Leiden.

The consolidation of the market for Yao ceremonial paintings
When Jacques Lemoine published his bestseller “Yao Ceremonial Paintings™ in 1982 he had access to several private Western
collections of Yao paintings with altogether around 200 scrolls.

These collections included his own and those of eight private collectors (120 scrolls), whose last names were only given in the
table of plates, but otherwise remained virtually anonymous. In addition, he used 42 scrolls whose present owners were “unknown”,
probably thus referring to the stock of galleries and Antiques dealers, three scrolls whose owner “prefers to remain anonymous”,
and five pieces with no indication of ownership. Only seven scrolls in possession of public collections, the former Musee de I’
Homme in Paris (1) and the Tribal Research Center in Chiang Mai in Northern Thailand (6), and two in possession of Yao from
contemporary Laos were included in his investigation.

He contrasted the paintings and his descriptions with his ethnographic findings and photographs from Laos and Thailand,
where he had conducted field research among Youmian before, as if the depicted pieces had been integrated into their daily
rituals. This is misleading, as most of the scrolls are dating from the late 18" to mid-19" Century and could be rated as ‘antiques’
by that time already.

Lemoine set the standard on the subject, on description terminology and on “Yao Taoist paintings" and "Images sacrées of the
Yao" as subject of collection (1979, 1981). In his "forword for the collector" he states that “this book has been written in order
to help connoisseurs and collectors to understand and appreciate the treasures they have acquired ... to provide art dealers with a
few keys to the identification” (1982: 8). The book opened up religious "folk art" of Southeast Asian “hilltribes” to collectors and
“has helped to consolidate the market for Daoist paintings” (Jonsson 2000: 224).

According to Lemoine (1982: 7) however, it were precisely the mechanisms of this market that prevented these objects from
disappearing. “These unique art objects might have been thrown away in despair by worshippers who (for reason of poverty or
political pressure) could no longer practice the prescribed rituals, or burned at the order of some Christian missionary groups,
or destroyed by communist zealots. Instead they have been spared such a fate thanks to the interest shown in them by curio
collectors and connoisseurs of Asian art.”

According to Jonssons (2000: 224) research in Thailand, the local market has responded to this wonderfully profitable change
and ,,all the better shops have a copy of Lemoine’s book for their customers to peruse". The book is sold at tourist locations and
itself, so to speak, became a piece of "airport art". Its terminology, its specially created transcriptions of Chinese words and its —
often daring — interpretations are used as reference not only by retailers and online galleries but also by major public collections
and museums, which by now have joined the private collectors in this business. While during that time Lemoine could only resort
to pieces in private hands, today Youmian items can be found in almost every major ethnological collection.

Subsequently several shorter art-historical articles were published which tracked the changing function of the paintings:”

Yao ritual scrolls. From icons to antiques” (Armentrout 1980; Umemoto and Voaphitak 1981). The topic of Youmian paintings
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as pieces of art later was taken up by Chinese publications ( Bt & 1 1990) and only recently 7 7 4 (2009) based it on field
research in Guangxi, still predominantly treating it from a position of art ethnology.
It took some time however, until due to the publication of another art lover, it penetrated into the public consciousness that

there exist other ‘Yao’ than Youmian, that there are yet other art treasures to develop into a market.

Lemoine's heritage - art collectors and art collections

Private collectors and galleries

This lover of Asian art is the Chiang Mai based Jess G. Pourret. He presumably also is meant by that "Frenchman" ,,who grew up
fascinated with the exotics of Indochina, and once in Thailand started amassing a collection of things from the Yao in Vietnam”,
who collected specifically according to his own ideas of "Yao" and for that purpose provided dealers “with an inventory of the
thinks he would like”, as Jonsson (2000: 224) remarks spitefully. He made his collection a private museum and published its
treasures in the book: The Yao. The Mien and Mun Yao in China, Vietnam, Laos and Thailand (2002).

The book which in turn became an insider tip for connoisseurs of Southeast Asian tribal art presents probably the best,
systematically compiled collection of all aspects of Yao culture, including of one of the other groups that had been labelled ‘Yao’:
the Kim Mun/Jingmen 7] ["] , Mun/Men ["] or Landian ¥ % . Besides the well known Youmian scrolls now for the first time
Jingmen artefacts were presented to a broader public. Since the term “Mun” was introduced by Pourret, in online galleries — and
certainly at local stores — “Mun art” is to be found.

The Chiang Mai based gallery ‘Under the Bo, Antique Arts from all over Asia and beyond” offering “a selection from tribal
to classic” displays more than twenty Yao scrolls and provides relevant background information: “The best and only extensive
reading about these Taoist paintings is Yao ceremonial paintings by scholar Jacques Lemoine, published by White Lotus,
Bangkok, and Jess G Pourret dedicates a whole chapter in his book about the Yao groups: The Yao by River Books, Bangkok”.

Gandhara, “a company based in Australia specialising in Gandharan and Southeast Asian art and sculpture ... in museum
quality “, presents some Yao paintings on its website and quotes “The Yao, Jess G Pourret, River Books. Peoples of the Golden
Triangle, P & E Lewis, Thames and Hudson. Yao Ceremonial Paintings, Jacques Lemoine” as reference.

With this book by the missionary couple Lewis, a third indispensable standard work was introduced to the collector. With its
beautiful pictures of photogenic hill tribes and their craft products it contributed to the boom in the tribal art market. “Predictably,
Peoples of the Golden Triangle is at hand in many of the stores that sell tribal handicrafts in Thailand.” (Jonsson 2000: 226).

US-American Silk Road Gallery in Branford, Connecticut, offers a “Yao (Mien) Bible” consisting of 17 “Paintings of Taoist
Gods” from the late 19" Century and refers to “a similar complete Yao Bible depicted in ‘Peoples of the Golden Triangle,” by Paul
and Elaine Lewis, Thames and Hudson, pp 158, 159”. Then follows a piece of advice for tourists how to recognize the creators
of this Bible: “Travelers to the Golden Triangle and northern tribal areas of Vietnam can identify the Yao from the distinctive red
ruff and large black turban worn by Yao women”.

Not only professional art dealers in Thailand do have a copy of Lemoine’s book ready for their clients, more recently these
publications also serve as a guide for tourists shopping for ‘tribal art’ in Vietnam. In his blog ‘Six Months in Hanoi (& Beyond)’ a
certain HanoiMark presents two scrolls of Jingmen Shigong HfiZA origin and reports about his shopping spree in Vietnam: “I had
a full six months to do my shopping in Hanoi ... picking up things like eggshell lacquer trays, rosewood chopstick sets, Hmong
bookmarks and ... these two paintings”. A post on his blog comments: “they are most likely Daoist ceremonial paintings used by
Landian or Mun Yao. I am more familiar with the [u Mien paintings discussed in Lemoine’s, Yao Ceremonial Paintings. I would
also check out Jess Pourret’s Mien and Mun Yao.”

Volkov (2009) representing the project "Traditional Chinese science among Vietnamese minorities” of the Center for General
Education and Institute of History, National Tsing-Hua University, Hsinchu, Taiwan, also notes a similar sale of manuscripts of
ethnic minorities to tourists: ,,A cursory inspection of the items put on sale in the tourist shops of Hanoi reveals a large amount
of books and scrolls to be sold to foreign tourists who usually buy them as objects of art or souvenirs without understanding their
true value as cultural artifacts.”

Vietnamese researchers of the Han-Nom Institute in Hanoi have reacted to this development and acquired about 3000
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manuscripts. Another large collection consisting of ca. 2100 Dao ( % ) and Tay ( #& ) manuscripts is hosted in the Provincial
Library of Son La.

Public collections see themselves forced into competition with dealers and private collectors for those objects which ,,are
purchased by Hanoi dealers from the minorities living not far from the capital and then re-sold to tourists, thus disappearing

forever from the scope of the international scholarly community*“(Volkov 2009).

Public collections

Judging by the number of Western public museums and libraries that have at least one Yao painting in their collections their
shopping tours must have been very successful. So the website of Museums and Art Galleries of the Northern Territory, Darwin,
Australia presents seven scrolls belonging to a set of Youmian Yao paintings from Quxi in Guangdong Province, dated 1845.
The book having previously provided guidance for art dealers and their customers is referred to again: Descriptions follow the
terminology coined by Lemoine: Heng Fei, To Ta, Tom Lo Tsiou — Dragon Bridge of the Great Tao, and so on. Twenty five years

after its publication, the information contained is still considered sufficient.

Brown University, The Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology
The Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology of Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island, on its website presents a complete
set of 24 Youmian scroll paintings, allegedly dated to 1670. “In this exhibition the paintings are arranged by themes; they are not

organized as they would have been by Mien priests” and the material is presented in Lemoine’s wording again.

Ohio University Libraries, Athens, Frederick and Kazuko Harris Fine Arts Library. Yao
Ceremonial Artifacts Collection.

Despite Lemoine’s (1982: 7) concern about the “diminishing flow” in the antiques market there are still Yao scrolls to be had, and
only recently a collection of 2000 pieces of Yao ceremonial artifacts from Northern Vietnam has been acquired for the Frederick
and Kazuko Harris Fine Arts Library, Ohio University.

A selection of 300 of a total of 2000 paintings (and 3700 artefacts) is presented in the catalogue of an exhibition in 2006 in
Tokyo [and Hanoi?]: Ceremonial paintings of northern ethnic minorities in Vietnam by Nguyen Minh Thanh. Frederick Harris
writes in his foreword to the book designed for all bibliophiles that “such books as ‘Yao Ceremonial Paintings’ by Jacques
Lemoine, ‘The Yao’ by Jess G. Pourret ... increased my determination to find out more about Yao and Taoism (Nguyen 2006: S.
19). The short bibliography lists two Vietnamese titles of Phan Ngoc Khue — besides Lemoine and Pourret. One of these (Phan
2001), also a beautiful picture book — the two English editions having been edited by Jacques Lemoine in 2006 and 2008 — is
quoted verbatim in the descriptions of the images. It is most likely to become another reference book for tribal art from Southeast
Asia.

A tribal art form that is due to disappear, as Nguyen (2006: 35-36) notes in his preface: “these works were made by amateurs
and are considered the last hand-painted examples. Currently, there are people who photocopy these paintings and color them
afterwards. To ethnic tribes, technologies are mysterious and fascinating ... in the near future, ceremonial paintings will possibly
be computer-made with digital manipulation”.

Access to the Yao collection is restrictive and from the library website of Ohio University Libraries one will be redirected
to ARTstor, a digital library in the areas of art, the humanities, and social sciences. Non-members are charged for access to the

collections.

Museum Volkenkunde, Leiden

A search by the keyword “Yao” on the website of the Museum Volkenkunde (Rijksmuseum voor Volkenkunde) yields 109 hits.
Each piece of this formidable collection of artefacts of Youmian origin — ritual paraphernalia like seals, bells and masks, and
90 scrolls — can be viewed in enlargement and is provided with a detailed description. Although the Museum allegedly is also

in possession of around 200 Yao manuscripts, these are not mentioned. Lemoine who seems to be canonized by now is the only
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source of information again. His terminology, descriptions and hypotheses are accepted without questioning. So the Youmian
divinity Haifan i § is presented as “Kleine Zee Banier (haifan, Yao: Hoi Fan Ton)” in Lemoine’s wording and related to the

Chinese divinities Zhongkui #}Ji and Kuixing L5 which lacks any scientific basis.

Institut fiir Sinologie, Ruprecht-Karls-Universitat Heidelberg
The Institute for Sinology of the Ruprecht-Karls-Universitdt Heidelberg acquired its small collection of 10 Jingmen scrolls

originating from Yunnan along with its manuscript collection in Northern Laos.

Bayerische Staatsbibliothek and Staatliches Museum fiir Volkerkunde, Miinchen

In the course of the acquisition of its huge collection of Yao manuscripts the Bavarian State Library also has purchased five
Youmian paintings which are being restored right now and not open to the public. The Staatliches Museum fiir Vélkerkunde owns
a set of 22 Youmian scrolls and four masks, dated 1889 from Quxi [lj & , Guangdong, and some single, undated paintings of

unknown origin. However, these are not accessible via the Internet.

Yao Collectibles

For art dealers and buyers of tribal art, be they tourists or public collections, the publications of Lemoine and his followers —
and possibly the later published catalogues of manuscripts — have become standard references. Their authors find themselves
confronted with accusations of “addressing the longings and tastes of interested outsiders” but not relating to Yao culture. “Peoples
of the Golden Triangle has a resonance similar to Botschaften [Hollmann; Friedrich 1999] and Yao Ceremonial Paintings that
is more related to the reality of collectors and museums than to that of the upland ethnic minorities in northern Thailand and
neighboring countries” (Jonsson 2000: 226). Jonsson’s accusation is actually justified, the ,,culture of connoisseurship and

collecting” being transferred to the upcoming market for Yao manuscripts.

Another kind of Yao scroll: the Charter of King Ping

At the time when Lemoine noted that the “abundant flow” of painted scrolls “to the international market is already diminishing
«, a different kind of scrolls had already appeared on this market: #1572} , Yao documents in from of horizontal scrolls and
written in Chinese, commonly known by the name of King Ping Charters.

Some of the richly illustrated Thai versions and therefore being most similar to the painted scrolls fit into the scheme of Yao
art (Lemoine 1982: 150, Pourret 2002: 248-254, 267; Hollmann; Friedrich 1999: 93). The versions from China however, may
look very different. There are copies in the format of the usual Chinese thread-bound books, folding books or even lithographic
prints. They often are not illustrated, and if so, illustrations are quite diverse ( 4 5575 Bl 1975: 292- 300; A 575} 1978: 76-82,
229-232; ter Haar 1998; # &k 1990; Z=A< 75 1995, Lemoine 1982: 150, Pourret 2002: 248-254, 267, Hollmann; Friedrich 1999:
93).

Several years after Shiratori had published a Charter collected in Thailand (1975, 1978), Lemoine (1982) published a version
so similar that one can only guess it was calked from the same template. Several documents published twenty years later by
Pourret (2002) give rise to the same suspicion.

This is nothing unusual, as a matter of fact. There is good evidence that the Yao usually traced new paintings from templates.
Such templates even found their way into Western collections. The Museum Volkenkunde acquired a template together with a set
of paintings and the Bodleian Library owns a manuscript, the cover of which is made of a discarded template.

As “collections and exhibits can create new markets, and thus articulate relations (and potential conflicts) among scholars,
museums, dealers, and local experts, producers, and/or suppliers” (Jonsson 2000: 224), and given the popularity of Lemoine’s
book it is very well possible that thus a standard version of the Charter was introduced into a new market. Considering the various
recent copies on this market, containing illustrations with only the outlines of exactly the same figures being drawn, it is to be

suspected that to this day they are calked from the same template over and over again.



— i:

’N’/

The invention of illustrated manuscripts

The suspicion that the calking in these circumstances is not only a long-standing practice but is systematically applied to the
production for the new art market, is confirmed by the fact that there are motifs which can be found in both, in more recent
charters and similar manuscripts in scroll format as well as in later added illustrations in already existing manuscripts. It is to be
suspected that in both cases the illustrations have been commissioned by a middleman in Southeast Asia. In addition, the paper of
some of the charters in Western collections shows clear traces of dye, possibly an attempt to make the paper look older, whereas
in the colophons of earlier manuscript there are frequent references to the importance of using “the best white paper” for the
sacred manuals.

There is no evidence that earlier versions of Jingmen scrolls, as shown in Pourret (2002: 267), exist at all, and it is very well
possible that by the impact of the antiques market and the sudden scientific interest the invention of a "new Yao tradition" was set
in motion.

In all European and American collections manuscripts in book format depicting Youmian in traditional ethnic clothes, in
“distinctive red ruff and large black turban”, and being labelled ‘ 1% §§ BE * or * 7 [E = #g ¥ #d TE * are to be found. These
illustrations, reminiscent of photographs in Lewis’ book, are frequently taken as proof of the authenticity and Yao-ness of the
manuscripts (He Hongyi 2009; fiJ£L— 2009a).

In many cases however these ‘ethnic Yao’ are depicted together with Naxi characters, suggesting that the artist had not the
faintest idea of these ethnic groups and that the illustrations probably were copied from a tourist guide about ‘ethnic minorities’,
similar to the one by Lewis. One of these hard-working artists specialized in comics, another one, who even left his templates in
one of the manuscripts, in ‘primitive tribal art’.

Most certainly, all these illustrations which were added to hundreds of manuscripts of different geographical and historical
context were commissioned by an intermediary in order to increase the value for an ‘illuminated manuscript’ on the international
market. This is an indication that at this time the market in Thailand already was well adapted to the new product ‘Yao
manuscript’, striving to meet the expectations of the Western customer, anticipating his conceptions of the Yao as natives in

beautiful ethnic costumes defying modernity and possessing “magical ancient books” (He Hongyi 2009).

Yao manuscripts in Public Collections

While collections of ritual scrolls can be found in many Western art collections, there only are a few libraries owning Yao
manuscripts. According to a dealer, museums and libraries hesitated to purchase such manuscripts for quite a long time because
they did not really know what they were and whether “they had any value”. This was remedied and the middlemen in Thailand
and Laos who pre-collected the manuscripts for the Western purchasers provided enlightenment. In some of the books there still
are little notes in Thai or English providing information about the contents. In fact, the term “magical remedy book™ for a Chinese
text book is not unusual.

When, on the occasion of an exhibition in Munich in 1999 the first illustrated manuscript catalogue was published, it was
promptly used for advertising purposes. Subsequently, business was improving as it seems.

He Hongyi (2009a: 72), who catalogued the Yao manuscripts for the Library of Congress indicates that for her cataloguing
work an unspecified “copy of the Munich-Yao project” was provided by the Library from which she learned that the collections
are comparable and originate from the same source. A copy of the Munich exhibition catalogue (Hollmann; Friedrich 1999) must
have been provided by the art dealer together with the manuscripts.

However, these manuscripts and the contained texts had been commodities long before the arrival of the Western collectors —
as have been the paintings “by those who were either hired to produce these celestial paintings or sold their work due to market
demand”, as Nguyen (2006: 36) remarks on the occasion of the sale of a Vietnamese collection to Ohio University. Especially
Secret instructions, miyu Fifi , which were supposed to be transmitted by ordination only, had their price.

th

The colophon of one miyu of the Daogong i %y tradition, probably from early 19" Century Yunnan, states, that the contained

methods are to be had for a price of three silver taels and six coins, one chicken, food and wine had to be provided in addition,
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and of course, for an ‘outsider’ this price was not acceptable. The one who would give access to the text for the ‘member price’
would offend his master and commit a serious crime. This suggests there was indeed a price for ‘non-members’, and in fact, there
are manuscripts stating various prices for insiders and outsiders, for the ones copying themselves and for the ones who in addition

had to rely on the copying service of a scribe or the owner.

Bodleian Library

The first European buyer of a greater quantity of 311 Yao manuscripts in the early 1990s was the Bodleian Library, University
of Oxford. The Librarians must have selected the oldest, most complete and beautifully illustrated manuscripts originating from
China and Vietnam.

The collection excels at the earliest versions of both, Youmian and Jingmen texts, and texts unknown from other collections,
for instance a miyu titled % 5T W\ G255 15 Rk 45 A% , dated Ji % 6 (1856), for use by both, Daogong and Shigong priests, or
early versions of biaoshi #7\, , sample texts for the various documents used during Daoist ritual, for instance a copy titled 7% &
=10, dated 2% 57 (1792).

The collection is especially strong in early Youmian texts, like the [ #1536 28 i 2522 235 /K ik , dated 1866 from Yunnan,
containing instructions for Yubu & 2 , the Step of Yu, the diagrams indicating the sequence of steps being reminiscent of the
illustrations of the Tianxin zhengfa K0 1E¥Z: texts in the Daoist Canon.

There are several manuscripts in the collection which contain diagrams of altars and describe the arrangement of ritual scrolls
within the ritual space (see HESHIA 2002: 141-2 152; | HALT~ 2007: 80; | H 1~ 2009a: 101; ¥ 4 i SCALIFZEAT 2009: 3;
a8 KLILZE ; AR FHE 2010: 104-105; Phan Ngoc Khue” 2001: 95)

The collection contains around 140 Youmian and 150 Jingmen manuscripts (100 of the Daogong, 30 of the Shigong tradition),
Chinese text books and divination manuals, some of Chinese origin and several Charters of King Ping. There are 11 manuscripts

from the 18" Century, 116 pieces (and probably most of the 130 undated ones) from the 19" and only 55 dated to the 20" Century.

Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Miinchen

In the 1990s the Bavarian State Library acquired around 2770 Yao manuscripts. Due to research on site in Thailand the
circumstances of the acquisition are evident: “By asking traders about these goods, I learned that the German library most likely
acquired its collection over a few years from a calligraphy dealer in England, who bought them from a “tribal and primitive art”
dealer in Thailand. The specialist in Yao material in turn makes collecting trips. His scouts in Laos and Vietnam have a sense of
what material attract interest and the kinds of prices paid. (Jonsson 2000: 223).

The strength of the collection lies in its diversity: As manuscripts were not specifically selected, but acquired as a "bulk
shipment", it covers a wide geographical and historical range. Of the total of 850 manuscripts catalogued, about 350 are of
Youmian and 500 of Jingmen origin. Among the Jingmen manuscripts (350 of the Daogong, 100 of the Shigong tradition) a
relatively large number (40) of Jingmen canonical scriptures £ i and collections of abbreviated versions thereof are found.

A large number of the manuscripts (450) contain liturgical texts of both Jingmen priest traditions, Secret instructions ### and
collections of sample forms F {, (100).

The collection only contains about 100 Youmian /NEE | about 10 Youmian 12/ liturgies and songs in honour of King Pan
TR, two documents P 5 75l | along with about 60 textbooks and Chinese language dictionaries, 26 divination manuals and
two genealogies.

The earliest manuscript is dated 1740, the most recent to the 1980s; later ones mostly originate from Laos and are written
mainly on bamboo paper, the earlier ones, mostly written on mulberry paper, originate from China (Yunnan and Guangxi) and

Northern Vietnam.

The Library of Congress, Washington D.C.
The 241 “magical ancient books of the Yao people” (He Hongyi 2009) in the collection of the Library of Congress are searchable

in the Library’s online catalogue since they have been roughly catalogued and grouped according to titles. A list of these titles can
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be consulted (The Library of Congress 2007).

The collection consists mainly of Jingmen manuscripts from Yunnan, acquired between 2005 and 2007 from an English trader
(AT 41— 2009a: 71-72). The earliest manuscript dates from 1754, the latest, % % -5 , from the year 1987. The most common
texts (over 60 different copies) are labelled ‘ritual manuscripts £ 45 25 °. In the provided list it is however not distinguished
between canonical scriptures, liturgies F}{35 , secret instructions ##i% , not between Daogong and Shigong tradition or between
ethnic groups (the accompanying ethnographic material on the website of the LoC relates mostly to 4i %% , another group being
classified as “Yao’ but having no relation to the manuscripts in question).

Furthermore, %% T KHi , songbooks #12$ and the usual Chinese primers for children can be found in the collection; finally
four King Ping Charters in "good condition" in scroll format. One of these, depicted on the website and showing signs of dyeing,

is dated to the time of the Taiping Revolution by the cataloguer.

Leiden and Heidelberg

The Yao collections at the Museum Volkenkunde (Rijksmuseum voor Volkenkunde) in Leiden (about 200 manuscripts, 10 painted
scrolls) and the Institut fiir Sinologie of the Ruprecht-Karls-Universitit Heidelberg (220 manuscripts, 10 painted scrolls) allegedly
were acquired together in the same village in Northern Laos from the ritual master and headman of the village. However, since
there are more copies of the same texts and manuscripts from different families in the collection it is unlikely that he was the
original owner, rather a collector or trader.

The Universiteit Leiden is also said to own "a small collection of manuals from a specialist in the classical tradition from
Yunnan" (ter Haar 2009).

The Heidelberg collection mainly contains Jingmen manuscripts (202, in contrast to only 6 Youmian and 16 not identified
titles) of the more recent past from Laos, in fewer cases from Yunnan. The texts mostly date from the late 19" Century to mid
20" Century. With their typical style of thread-binding (many stitches across the spine of the manuscript) and the loop for storing
the manuscripts they can easily be distinguished from the Chinese and Vietnamese samples. Most of them are written on brittle
bamboo paper, earlier manuscripts on mulberry paper are often severely damaged.

Most of the texts (112) seem to belong to the Daogong tradition (but almost no canonical scriptures are to be found), only
29 belong to the Shigong tradition. Besides, there are extremely abbreviated, corrupted versions of known Daogong texts and a
relatively large number of song books ( FXGE K , 45K ).

Around 20 texts not known from the other collections are to be found, and the clear distinctions between known texts, liturgies
and different Daoist traditions seem to blur in quite many cases: There are different texts, even texts of the Daogong and Shigong
traditions, bound together in one volume, and Daogong texts are signed by owners not having an ordination name.

While in the Oxford and Munich collections imprints of priest’s seals, indicating religious affiliation are to be found (almost
exclusively — %7 E|l for the Landian Daogong, — JG# 73 Ell for Landian Shigong and X _I= % F #(4 El for the Youmian), the

Heidelberg collection contains astonishingly few seals and no later added illustrations.

A pool of data

By comparing all the libraries holdings, the collection history of the concerned institutions could be reconstructed, the common
origin of all the collections lying in Laotian, Thai and Chinese middlemen and the invention of new traditions due to international
trade could be revealed.

There are about 3700 manuscripts in Western public collections so far, mostly from the Landian Daogong tradition of Yunnan,
Guangxi and Laos, whereas the tradition from Hunan is sparsely represented, the one from Guangdong not at all.

The early buyers, Bodleian and Bavarian State Library, own the highest number of Youmian manuscripts, while the later
acquired Heidelberg, Leiden and Washington collections consist almost exclusively of Landian manuscripts. This again is
indicative of the manuscript market development: when the Youmian market was exhausted, artefacts of other ethnic groups
recognized as ‘Yao’ were commercialized.

The two early buyers own the highest proportion of non-religious manuscripts — richly illustrated manuals for divination and
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teaching material for the Chinese language “in proper Chinese” — as well as the earliest manuscripts from geographical areas
with high levels of literacy in Chinese, whereas the late buyers own more of the Laotian texts being written by itinerant Chinese
scribes and whose meaning — in accordance with Douglas Miles’ (2009: 7) impression — “had previously been utterly opaque to

the owners” — and often still is to the foreign researcher.
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